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Dr Thomas used life history narratives of four Queensland early childhood 
teachers to investigate what it meant to these teachers to be professional.  
Participants talked about being professional in terms of their early childhood 
expertise, ethical responsibilities and the relationships with colleagues, parents 
and authorities that formed part of their daily working lives. They spoke of 
both certainties and uncertainties in these professional experiences. The 
narratives highlighted expectations of walking ‘a tightrope’ between certainty 
and uncertainty and holding these opposites together.  To be a professional in 
the early childhood field calls for certainties around expertise, and, at the same 
time, being able to work with the uncertainties of professional ethics and 
relationships.  
 
 
